Year 11 into 12
Photography Gap Tasks

The Photography Gap tasks — here to help you prepare for A-Level Photography



Firstly, welcome to your Photography A-Level!

* Photography A-Level is a tough, but rewarding course

* If you love Photography, and want to practise a lot, you
will succeed!

* You will find your own style as a photographer, and will

grow and flourish in this style as the course progresses.

e Asyou may know, 60% of your assessment is your
“Personal Investigation” - which means you can
choose to study anything you want within
Photography, with guidance from your teachers and
%Srs. You will start this investigation at the end of

* 40% is your exam, and much like your GCSE, you will
get starting points to choose from and then a
controlled assessment at the end.

During Year 12 Photography, you will
develop your skills in art hugely, before
deciding on an investigation. You will cover
things such as...

In depth and advanced lighting
techniques

Experimental lighting techniques
Advanced SLR settings and how to use
them appropriately and creatively

How to analyse photography using the
formal elements and technical language
How photography is important culturally
and contextually

The history of art and photography
How to develop your ideas and create
projects of your own



Your Gap Tasks

In this PowerPoint there are 2 tasks — we want you to
complete them all. You have a long time to do this, as we
want to see your work once we arrive back to school in
September.

We suggest doing this a little bit per week, rather than
trying to get it all done at once, perhaps 1 or 2 hours per
week will do.

You can work on both tasks at the same time, or do one at
a time.

Task 1 is the longest task and you will show this to your
new teacher and peers in September

Task 2 will be shared with your teacher, so we can get to
know you as the course starts.



Your Gap Tasks

Task 1:

Create a personal response to your feelings about any political, social
or personal event you choose.

This will be a personal photography project, which you will create in
response to a situation in the world, news or in your life. How you do
it is up to you. The slides below will give you guidance.

Task 2:
Great British Photography Challenge

Watch episodes of the Great British Photography Challenge or listen v hemany
to Podcasts about Photography to widen your ideas of what is out
there for you to explore in Photography!




Task 1: Create a response to a news/personal
event

* Photographers throughout history have
used photography to document or
respond to events that were significant,
either to them, or in history.

* We want you to create a personal
response to an event in the news, it
could be current, very recent, or in
the recent past.

* There are a few examples of how
photographers have responded to events
In the past, take influence from these
and use their work to help you plan what
you will do.

* In a portfolio, write notes and opinions “Desire” by Ya Kuang (2019)
about each piece so you have evidence
and information to work from




Task 1:
“Desire” by Ya Kuang (2019)

Ya Kuang said this in a recent interview:

Q: In your opinion, what are the elements that
make good documentary photograph? What’s
more important, visuals or a story?

A: To my thinking, it is important to pay attention

to the issues of public concern. There are emotions,

zemperature, independent thinking and a keen
eart.

 How is this relevant to today? What do you think
Ya Kuang would photograph in the UK today?

* Describe the visual elements in this photograph
— the composition, textures, tones, mood an
atmosphere.

. \Fﬁ\(/)r;?rta??essage do you think Kuang is trying to “Desire” by Ya Kuang (2019)

* How does the title of the work affect your
interpretation of the photograph?



Task 1:

“Modern Day Rosies” by Deanne Fitzmaurice 2019

* What is a “Modern Day Rosie”?
(tip: look for Rosie the Riveter if you
get stuck)

 Why might Deanne Fitzmaurice feel
it is important to document this in
photography?

* Discuss the colour and composition
of this photograph, and use this to
analyse the atmosphere and
message of the photograph.

 How do you think the photographer
has portrayed the subject? What
aspects of her character come
through? How do you know this?



Task 1:
'he Guardian — Then and Now Photography

* Use thIS Imk or SearCh for The Form — talk about the formal elements within the

Guardian Covid 19s deserted photograph, e.g. colour, composition, texture, line,
landscapes tone, lighting, angles...
https://www.theguardian.com/world/ oty
2020/ mar/18/covid-19s-deserted- ontent = what 1 going on In the photograph « Tha

is it of? Why has the photographer captured this?
landscapes-then-and-now

* How do you feel about the way these

Process — how has the photographer done this? Is it
on film, digital, have they edited it much? Why or

phOtOgraphS are presented ? why not? What technical settings might they have
e Which photograph strikes you the used? E.g. fast/slow shutter speed.

most? Why is this? Mood — what atmosphere or message is created in
~ Using the photograph that struck you, this photograph? How do you know this? What

evidence have you got to back up your opinion?

analyse it by using form, content,
process, mood.
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Martin Parr — “New Brighton, the Last Resort” (1983-85)

* Use the formal elements to analyse this
photograph

What is the first thing that strikes you
about this piece?

 How does the title, “New Brighton, the
Last Resort” make you feel?
Hint: is there a double meaning here?

* How might this photograph look now,
either during the Covid crisis or just in
20267 Would it be the same or have

things changed since?

* Look at some other images from the
series —what connects all of the
photographs?




ask 1: Your response

* Now, having looked at how other
photographers have responded to events of
their time, | would like you to be a
documentar¥ photographer, and respond to
the events of our time, one of your choice.

Tip: a documentary photographer is
different to a photojournalist — this is to do
with the time spent photographing.
Documentary projects may take weeks or
even years, where photojournalism must be
rapid and immediate.

How you do this is up to you, but | want you
to consider colour, composition, meaning
and techniﬂ(ue, just as you did for the
analysis tasks.

Your piece could be...

A series of photographs from your day to day life

A life event

A holiday (but be careful not to just present "holiday
snaps" - | should see careful use of photographic
techniques and consideration of theme, mood and
atmosphere)

Photographing a public event, e.g. a protest, festival,
fair or gala (please be careful photographing others
and ask permission!)

Finding things that show something you care about,
e.g. pollution, global warming, the cost-of-living crisis
Street photography

Anything, if you are DOCUMENTING an event or time,
not just taking nice pictures.



Task 2: Watch all episodes of The Great British
Photography Challenge (some swearing), and

listen to some Podcasts

There are lots of TV shows and

podcasts about Photography — we

encourage you to watch them
and enjoy them

Often, they are inspirational, and
we find new styles and
technigues we never considered

Here | have listed a few options.
Some are free, where some are
paid for. If you already have the
subscriptions, please do use
them!

Do not feel you have to pay for
expensive subscriptions — free
ones are fine!

Make notes of episodes and
artists you like and bring them to
your lessons.

* On Streams (school website) we have all episodes of the Great
British Photography Challenge — please watch them all and make
notes on what techniques interested you, or anything else you like

about the show.

* Great British Photography Challenge - Search | Microsoft 365 Copilot

* Hopefully the link above will work! If not, search for it on

Copilot/Streams
e Some Podcast ideas below!
Photography podcasts

across the web
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Finally...

* Your teacher will want to see these in September so however you do
these tasks, make sure you bring them to school when you first get

back!

* You will share your personal response to task 1 with the rest of your
Photography class

* If you have questions or concerns once you have fully read (and re-
read) this presentation, ask an art teacher for clarification.

e Good luck, and we can’t wait to see your responses and get started
with a new Year 12 Photography group!
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