
WJEC Diploma Criminology 

Introduction – an outline of the course 

Welcome to Criminology!  
Over the next two years, you'll explore one of the most fascinating areas of social science — why people 
commit crime, how society responds, and what can be done to prevent it. 
Criminology combines elements of sociology, psychology, and law, and encourages you to think critically 
about the world around you. You’ll investigate real-life cases, challenge common assumptions about 
criminals, and learn how the criminal justice system works. 
This course is applied, which means you’ll learn through real-world examples and complete coursework as 
well as exams.  
Units 1 and 2 completed in the first year comprise an 8-hour Controlled Assessment plus a formal summer 
examination. This is replicated in Year 2 with Units 3 and 4. You must complete and pass all units to gain 
the Diploma. The diploma is equivalent to A level and is worth the same number of UCAS points. 
 

What skills will you develop and learn? 

Each Unit has an applied element that will allow students to develop the following: 

• skills required for independent learning and development 

• a range of generic and transferable skills 

• the ability to solve problems 

• the skills of project-based research, development, and presentation 

• the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a professional environment 

• the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts 
 

What will we be studying in the first half term? 

In September you will start by looking at Unit 1, the changing awareness of crime that will serve as a 

foundation to build your knowledge and skills required to complete the Criminology course. knowledge and 

skills.  

Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 

In this unit, you will develop an understanding of different types of crime, influences on perceptions of 

crime and why some crimes are unreported. Knowing about the wide range of different crimes and the 

reasons people have for not reporting such crimes provides an understanding of the complexity of 

behaviours and the social implications of such crimes and criminality. You will also examine campaigns for 

change and are given the opportunity to plan and design their own campaign for change relating to an 

unreported crime in an unseen brief. 

• Internally assessed coursework (worth 50% of Year 12) 

 
What can I do that will help me prepare for WJEC Diploma Criminology? 

You may wish to use some of your summer to carry out some background reading into some of the 

criminological theories and cases. Watching documentaries that explore real-life crimes, criminal 

psychology, or the justice system will give you a great head start in understanding criminal psychology and 

the justice system.  

Examples include: 



• Louis Theroux: Behind Bars 

• Making a Murderer (Netflix) 

• When They See Us (wrongful convictions) 

A full recommended reading and watching list have been included in the summer gap task booklet. 

You may also want to look at the specification for more detail about these topics. You can find this at:  
https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/21xjkr24/wjec-applied-diploma-in-criminology-spec-e-03-06-2020.pdf. 
 
Making notes on any recent newspaper articles that have drawn your attention and how crime is 
represented in the media will also be really useful for unit 1 of the course. 
 

Summer Gap Task 

The best way to prepare for Criminology is to complete the summer gap task that has been set.  

If you read the booklet and complete the tasks over the summer, then you will be using the skills that you 

have developed during your GCSEs. It is easy to let these skills lapse which will make the start of your A 

levels more difficult, because you will be trying to remember what you did at GCSE and learn new 

knowledge and skills. 

On the school website, if you click on Sixth Form and follow the list until you see Year 11 into 12 Gap Tasks. 

Click on this and find the Criminology task which is a PDF booklet. 

In this transition pack there are a range tasks that we would like you to complete, these will be of benefit to 

you when you start the course. It starts with a course overview, expectations of the course, a 

reading/watching list, and a range of research tasks to help support you with each of the units. Many of 

these tasks are research based, it may appear to be a lot of work, but it won’t take you long to complete 

this and you will be rewarded by having a better understanding of the course. 

Whether you're already passionate about crime and justice or just curious to learn more, we are excited to 

guide you through this engaging and thought-provoking subject and are looking forward to seeing you in 

September. 

https://www.wjec.co.uk/media/21xjkr24/wjec-applied-diploma-in-criminology-spec-e-03-06-2020.pdf
https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/
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