
Welcome to the 
Year 7 Parent 
Information Evening



Year 7 Pastoral Team • We do not give out our 
individual email addresses.

• When you email 
info@guiseleyschool.org.uk, 
your email is forwarded 
onto all 4 members of the 
team.

• If you know the name of the 
member of staff you need, 
please write FAO Mr/Mrs
____ in the subject box.

Mrs Lajszczuk
Pastoral 

Leader

Mr Manning
Year Manager

Mrs Lowe
Assistant 
Pastoral 

Leader

Miss Joseph
Assistant 
Pastoral 

Leader

• Please only enter the school site via Reception if 
you need to speak to a member of staff urgently.

mailto:info@guiseleyschool.org.uk


Check and sign your child's planner

• The planner is a record of their homework, 
stamps and negative comments. 

• The notes section on the weekly planner page 
is a quick method of communicating with your 
child’s form tutor.

• You need to sign your child’s planner and 
reading log at the end of each week.



Support the ‘at home’ routines



Support the ‘at home’ routines

‘Pack our bag the night before, completing an equipment, planner and 
book check’



Attendance

• The report an absence, call 01943 872315 before 
8.30am for each day of absence.

• The Department for Education guidance is clear 
that the target for all school children should be 95% 
or over.

• The Year 7 Team and Attendance and Welfare 
Officers in school will take swift supportive action to 
combat drops in attendance.



Encourage involvement in co-curricular activities

• You will be emailed a digital copy of our Co-
Curricular Activities booklet.

• You can also find a copy on our website.

• Most activities take place from 3-4pm.

• Some activities take place at lunch time. 



Reading



Summer reading – ‘the summer dip’ 

• Summer reading challenge – thank you! 

• Certificates for those who took part 

• Around 100 took part – we know it’s hard to motivate 
reluctant readers after primary school! 

• Establishing good reading habits in Year 7 is key 
(especially with phones and social lives taking priority!) 



Why is reading so important? 

• It improves academic results

• It helps students understand and access difficult texts 
inside and outside school 

• Students need a reading age of 16+ to access GCSE 
examination papers in all subjects 

• It widens vocabulary 

• It helps mental wellbeing

• It improves sleep patterns 

• Learn about other people and cultures and 
experiences 



Guiseley School’s approach to reading 

Improving reading skills:

Decoding 

Fluency 

Comprehension 

Creating independent readers:

Building personal reading habits

Finding the right books 

Engaging students with stories 

Support in 
lessons

1:1 
interventions 

Form time 
reading

Reading 
homework 



How do we help students to become 
‘independent readers’?
• A reading book is part of the school equipment – students should have one 

with you every day

• Private reading is part of form time

• Reading is part of their homework 

• The library is open for all year groups during the week 

• We give book recommendations to help students choose the right books 

• We celebrate reading success 
• Our school community read for over 300,000 minutes this holiday as part of the 

Guiseley School Summer Reading challenge
• Guiseley School’s Team won their regional heat in the Literacy Trust’s National 

Reading Champions Quiz and came 6th in the national final in London in 2022
• Prizes for students who read over 5000 pages 



How can you help your child’s reading?

Page  17 of the planner 



How to help your child’s reading at home

• Time and space to read – build routines 

• Talk to them about what they are reading in and out of school

• Read together 

• Encourage reading for pleasure and not just for function

• Audiobooks

• Book of the month 

• Book lists

National Literacy Trust Survey 2023: Nearly three times as many children and young people 
who perceived their reading environment to be supportive said they enjoyed reading 
compared with those who perceived it to be less supportive (63.9% vs. 25.4%), while twice 
as many read daily in their free time (41.7% vs. 17.7%)



For more information, book recommendations, 
access to the library catalogue… 

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading 

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading


Behaviour and 
Safeguarding



• Attendance

• Punctuality

• Uniform

• Equipment

• Respect

• Attitude to Learning

Expectations at secondary school



• To be the best version of yourself, every day

• High Support       

• High Challenge 

Ethos



• Stamps

• Clean slate bonus

• 100% attendance for a week bonus

• Praise phone calls and emails

• Certificates and badges

• Postcards and crests

• Termly celebration assemblies 

• Annual awards evenings

Rewards



Guiseley Honours





Online safety and social media



Advice about social media

• Mobile phones are a significant safeguarding risk to 
children.

• Do not be afraid to monitor, block, unfriend and remove.

• Friend/follow your child, so you can see what they are 
sharing with the world.

• Tell your child to avoid large, new group chats.



Teaching and 
Learning



Homework

• 15 minutes of 
reading per night

• 30 minutes per 
timetabled subject 
per night

• Teachers post 
homework on 
Teams



Microsoft Teams
Students log in using their school email address (username + 
@guiseleyschool.org.uk) and password 



Common homework questions

What do we do if my child does not have access to a computer?

• Students can access Teams and the VLE on their phones and access SPARX 
and Carousel Learning via these platforms.

• Students can attend lunch time and/or after school homework club. 

What if my child has not written the homework in their planner?

• Students can check their class’ Teams page using the log in details stuck into 
their planner.

What is my child’s school email address?

• School username + @guiseleyschool.org.uk



Assessments, reports and parents’ evening

• You will receive an attainment data report after 
each assessment week.

• 1st assessment week: Week commencing 
Monday 5 January

• 2nd assessment week: Week commencing 
Monday 15 June

• Virtual parents’ evening: Wednesday 4 March



Nell Bank trip

• Wednesday 1st October – ABDC

• Thursday 2nd October – WXYZ

• The school requests a voluntary 
student/parent/carer contribution of £30. This 
covers the cost of travel and the range of 
activities provided by Nell Bank.

• All parents/carers need to give their consent via 
the Arbor App.



Settling-in afternoon

• Thursday 6 November
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