A Level Geography
Introduction — an outline of the course

Welcome to A Level Geography. During your time in the Sixth Form you will study aspects of human,
physical, environmental and political geography that will build upon and further develop the skills,
knowledge and understanding that you have developed at GCSE level. The assessment at the end of
Year 13 consists of two exams (worth up to 80% of the A Level) in which you can show your
knowledge and understanding of the topics that you cover. There will be more of an emphasis on
applying your knowledge and geographical skills to unfamiliar situations.

There is coursework (worth up to 20% of the A Level) in A Level Geography. This called the
Independent Investigation or Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) and is a 3,000-word mini-dissertation
of your own devising and based on fieldwork. There will be four days of fieldwork, usually split in to
one day on the east Yorkshire coast in the autumn term and three days of residential fieldwork in
the summer term of Year 12, during which you will collect your primary data for the Independent
Investigation.

What will we be studying in the first half-term?

In September of Year 12 you will start by studying two separate units, each taught by a different
teacher. The Physical Geography unit studies coastal landforms and processes; the Human
Geography unit studies changing places.

Coastal systems and landscapes

This section of our specification focuses on coastal zones, which are dynamic environments in which
landscapes develop by the interaction of winds, waves, currents and terrestrial and marine
sediments. We look at the operation and outcomes of fundamental geomorphological processes and
their association with distinctive landscapes, using a systems approach.

You are encouraged to develop an informed appreciation of the beauty and diversity of coasts and
their importance as human habitats. The section offers the opportunity to exercise and develop
observation skills, measurement and geospatial mapping skills, together with data manipulation and
statistical skills, including those associated with and arising from fieldwork.

Changing Places

This section of our specification focuses on people's engagement with places, their experience of
them and the qualities they ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental importance in their
lives. You will be encouraged to acknowledge this importance and engage with how places are
known and experienced, how their character is appreciated, the factors and processes which impact
upon places and how they change and develop over time. Through developing this knowledge, you
will gain understanding of the way in which your own lives and those of others are affected by
continuity and change in the nature of places which are of fundamental importance in your and their
lives.

We will study a range of different places, with two places studied in depth — these are a ‘near and a
far’ place. The local place is Guiseley and the contrasting place Stratford in the borough of Newham
in East London, site of the 2012 Olympics.

Study of this section offers particular opportunities to exercise and develop qualitative (and
guantitative) investigative techniques and practice-related observation, measurement and various



mapping skills, together with data manipulation and statistical skills including those associated with
and arising from fieldwork.

What can | do to help me prepare for A Level Geography?

One of the important ways that you can prepare is to make sure that you are familiar with the
geography that you have learnt for your GCSE Geography course. Some of the topics you will study
at A-Level expect you to have a good understanding of the work that you have covered during your
GCSE. Make sure that you keep your any of the GCSE resources you may have such as revision guide
book, exercise books, knowledge organisers etc, as reminders and reference points for the A-Level
course.

You may wish to some of your summer to carry out some background reading and preparation. You
could complete an online pre-university course (called a Mook) for example. Log on to Unifrog to
find out more:

https://www.unifrog.org/student/moocs/start

Or you could read some of the articles about the wider world of geographical study, research and
employment:

https://www.rgs.org/geography/

The Summer Gap Tasks detailed below give you more details of how to prepare for the September
start to Year 12 A Level Geography.

Summer Gap Task and where to find this

The best way to prepare for you’re a Level Geography course is to complete the summer gap tasks
that have been set.

If you complete the summer gap tasks then you will be using the skills that you have developed
during your GCSEs. It is easy to let these skills lapse which may reduce your ability to ‘hit the ground
running’ in September.

On the Guiseley School website click on Sixth Form and follow the list until you see the Year 11 into
12 Gap Tasks. Click on this and find the Geography task which has a whole range of recommended
reading, web-sites to look at, films to watch, podcasts to listen to and so on.

DO NOT try to do everything — that is NOT expected. Instead we would like you to “dip in” to the
document and find some geographical things that interest you. Please keep a record of what you
look at, what you read, anything you listen to, etc. Write a brief note (just a sentence or two is fine)
in a table like the one on the next page. Just bring the record of your background work with you
when you start the course in September.


https://www.unifrog.org/student/moocs/start
https://www.rgs.org/geography/
https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/

Example of Summer Gap Task Recording Sheet

Name:

Geography A-Level Summer Gap Tasks

Background work Date done Notes

and time

spent
TED Talk: Inside an Antarctic time 6/6/22 | listened to this TED Talk which explained the
machine. importance of Antarctica for recording climate
https://www.ted.com/talks/lee hotz in data — vital for understanding climate change.
side_an_antarctic time machine 10 minutes

We are really pleased that you are planning to take A-Level Geography at Guiseley School and look

forward to seeing you in September.

The Geography Staff.



https://www.ted.com/talks/lee_hotz_inside_an_antarctic_time_machine
https://www.ted.com/talks/lee_hotz_inside_an_antarctic_time_machine

