
 
 
A-level Spanish themes 
 
Year 12 
 
Social issues and trends – aspects of Hispanic society  
• Los valores tradicionales y modernos  
– Los cambios en la familia  
– Actitudes hacia el matrimonio/el divorcio  
– La influencia de la iglesia católica  
• El ciberespacio  
– La influencia de Internet  
– Las redes sociales: beneficios y peligros  
– Los móviles inteligentes en nuestra sociedad  
• La igualdad de los sexos  
– La mujer en el mercado laboral  
– El machismo y el feminismo  
– Los derechos de los gays y las personas transgénero 
 
Political and artistic culture - Artistic culture in the Hispanic world  
• La influencia de los ídolos  
– Cantantes y músicos  
– Estrellas de televisión y cine  
– Modelos  
• La identidad regional en España  
– Tradiciones y costumbres  
– La gastronomía  
– Las lenguas  
• El patrimonio cultural  
– Sitios turísticos y civilizaciones prehispánicas (Machu Picchu, la Alhambra)  
– Arte y arquitectura  
– El patrimonio musical y su diversidad 
 
Film study – Volver 
Literature study – La casa de Bernada Alba 
 
Start IRP (Independent research project) 
Year 13 
 

Welcome to A-level Spanish 



Multiculturalism in Hispanic society  
• La Inmigración  
– Los beneficios y los aspectos negativos  
– La inmigración en el mundo hispánico 
– Los indocumentados - problemas  
• El Racismo  
– Las actitudes racistas y xenófobas 
– Las medidas contra el racismo  
– La legislación anti-racista  
• La Convivencia  
– La convivencia de culturas  
– La educación  
– Las religiones 
 
Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world  
• Jóvenes de hoy, ciudadanos de mañana  
– Los jóvenes y su actitud hacia la política : activismo o apatía  
– El paro entre los jóvenes  
– Su sociedad ideal  
• Monarquías y dictaduras  
– La dictadura de Franco  
– La evolución de la monarquía en España  
– Dictadores latinoamericanos  
• Movimientos populares  
– La efectividad de las manifestaciones y las huelgas  
– El poder de los sindicatos  
– Ejemplos de protestas sociales (El 15-M, las madres de la Plaza de Mayo) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment 
 
3 separate exams sat at the end of 2 Years (Year 13).   
Paper 1 (50%)– Listening, reading and writing (100 marks) 2hr30 mins  



Paper 2 (20%) – Writing (2 essays based on a book and film) (80 marks) 2 hours  
Paper 3 (30%) - Speaking  (May – 2027) (60 marks) 21-23 mins 
 
Paper 3 - Speaking exam  
Conducted by your Spanish teacher  
Timing total 21-23 minutes  
•16-18 minutes plus 5 minutes preparation. The 5 minutes’ preparation time 
will take place in the examination room in the presence of the examiner. 
Students may make notes during the preparation period.  
•One Stimulus Card: 5-6 minutes.  
•Presentation of Individual Research Project: 2 minutes  
•Discussion based on Individual Research Project: 9-10 minutes 
 
 
 
Speaking exam – Individual Research Project  
 
Choice of topic: Students will choose their topic based on a personal interest 
derived from the study of the language.   
•Focus: The focus must be on the country/countries where the target language 
is spoken.  
•No overlap: There must be no overlap with the books/film studied for Paper 
2. No two students are allowed to offer the same project.  
•Submission of sources and headings: Students will submit up to 10 headings 
outlining their research 2 weeks before the test. Students will be required to 
submit the Individual Research Project Form listing their headings and 
sources and also the Candidate Authentication Form signed by the candidate 
and the teacher. At least two sources must be listed; at least one must be an 
online source. Headings must be in English.   
•Ideas and opinions: The presentation will include ideas and opinions based 
on knowledge of the target language country/countries.   
•Understanding of culture and society: The discussion will demonstrate 
understanding of the culture and society of the TL country.  
 
 
 
Your activities to complete during the Summer and to be handed in on a paper 
copy in September: 
 

1) Complete the grammar booklet and revise tenses in particular. 



 
2)  Spanish Quiz – find out as much as you can about the below: 

1. What is the capital of Spain? 
2. How many autonomous communities (comunidades autónomas, CCAA) are 

there in Spain? 
3. Who is the King of Spain? How long has he been in reign? What else can 

you find out about the Spanish Royal Family? 
4. In 1937 Picasso painted ‘Guernica’ – what museum can you find this in and 

what does the painting represent? 
5. What do regions such as Catalonia and the Basque Country have in 

common? 
6. What is ‘La Basilica de la Sagrada Familia’? Who designed it and where is it?  
7. How many countries share a border with Bolivia? 
8. What is and where is the Alhambra? 
9. What landscape is Almería famous for? 
10. Who was Francisco Franco? 
11. Who is the president of Spain? 
12. How does the Spanish government work? 
13. Which are the other Spanish speaking countries in the world? Make a 

tabular list of all these countries, with their president/prime minister, 
capitals, currency, population and any other interesting facts.  

 
 

3) Watch a Spanish film/Series (use English subtitles to support you!) – 

• Viva Cuba – Juan Carlos Cermata Malberti (available to purchase on 
amazon) 

• A través de mi ventana – Marçal Forés  (available on Netflix) 

• Pans Labyrinth – Guillermo del Toro 

• La casa de papel (Money Heist) – series available on Netflix 
 

4) Research on Hispanic culture 
 
Identify some famous Hispanic figures and note down who they are and what 
they are famous for, some examples below; 

- Salvador Dalí 
- Lorca 
- Picasso 
- Cristobel Columbus 
- Gaudi 

 



Research into famous Hispanic festivals; 
- 5 May 
- Día de los Muertos 
- San Fermín 

 
5)  Individual Research Project  

As part of the speaking exam at A level, you talk about a topic of your choice 
but linked to the Spanish-speaking world. It is best to do this on an area of 
interest to you so we would like you to start thinking about what you may 
want to talk about and do a little research: 
 
1. Think of something that interests you e.g. sport, music, identity politics, etc. 

      Example: Music 

2. Narrow this down to an example of this in a Spanish-speaking country. You 

will need to research this online. 

     Example: Reguetón 

3. Find out about the origins of your topic and compare with today. 

     Example: The origins of this music; how it has grown in popularity; the 

growth of the              Latino community, etc. 

4. Prepare bullet points in Spanish. You can use phrases from your research. 

Make sure you understand what they all mean. 

Other ideas you could look into; 
How successful is the Spanish high speed train network? 
(An economic and environmental analysis 
 This might include a description of the network and the history of its 
construction, the technology used, facts and figures about speeds, 
capacity and passenger numbers, costs, future development, its function 
within a Europe wide transport network, economic and environmental 
benefits. ) 
· To what extent are women equal citizens in Spanish society? Law and 
reality 
· The Spanish Civil War: what were its causes and consequences?  
· How has membership of the EU affected the development of Spain?  
· What demographic challenges are faced by Mexico City and how is the 
city responding?  
· An analysis of wind energy policy in Spain  
· Bull-fighting in Spain: its origins, historical development and current 
debates  



· The role of tourism in Barcelona: successes and challenges for the 
future  
· An evaluation of La sombra del viento, a novel by Carlos Ruiz Zafón  
· The rivalry between Real Madrid and Barcelona football clubs: its 
history and modern manifestations  
· An analysis of Pedro Almodóvar’s film Volver  
· Why is Salvador Dalí so well-known as an artist? An analysis of three 
major works. 
 


