
New Intake Parents’ 
Evening



Vision and Ethos



Ofsted
“Pupils enjoy coming to this school. They feel at home in its respectful and kind 
culture. Pupils’ behaviour is excellent….they are polite and courteous.”

“Pupils’ behaviour in lessons is excellent… They concentrate well and take 
pride in their work. Disruption to learning is rare. Pupils are polite towards each 
other.”

“The school has a curriculum that is well designed and ambitious.”

“The extra-curricular opportunities that leaders provide to broaden pupils’ and 
students’ wider development are a strength of the school.”



Partnership and Communication



Ofsted

“Pupils enjoy coming to this school. They feel at home in its respectful and kind 
culture. Pupils’ behaviour is excellent…they are polite and courteous.”

“Pupils’ behaviour in lessons is excellent… They concentrate well and take 
pride in their work. Disruption to learning is rare. Pupils are polite towards each 
other.”

“The school has a curriculum that is well designed and ambitious.”

“The extra-curricular opportunities that leaders provide to broaden pupils’ and 
students’ wider development are a strength of the school.”
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Becoming Guiseley
Deputy Headteacher: Richard Wood



Becoming a Year 7 Student:

Emotions

                                        

New beginning



Ethos:

High Support 

 High Challenge





Curriculum and 
Reading
Assistant Headteacher: Rachel Probert



What do we learn?

• Crucial knowledge and skills have been mapped carefully.

• We give more curriculum time to Humanities and Modern Foreign 
Languages than many schools.



Home Learning



How do we learn? • We follow a timetable and move 
between lessons.

• Our teachers are subject experts 
– they really understand how to 
breakdown their subjects to it 
easy to learn.

• “The school has a curriculum that 
is well designed and ambitious. 
Pupils study a wide range of 
subjects.” OFSTED 2024.

• Our teachers follow principles of 
practice that are evidence 
informed.



Why is reading so important? 

• It improves academic results

• It helps students understand and access difficult texts inside 
and outside school

• It widens vocabulary 

• It helps mental wellbeing 

• Learn about other people and cultures and experiences 



How do we help students to become 
‘readers’ at Guiseley School ?
• A reading book is part of the school equipment 

• Private reading is part of form time

• Reading is part of their homework and reading logs must be signed by 
parents/carers 

• The library is open for all year groups during the week 

• Dedicated reading lessons with class readers in English 

• We give book recommendations to help students choose the right 
books:
• Book of the Month

• Reading intervention for students who are struggling determined by 
NGRT test results 



Reading for Year 6 into 7

• Transitions days will involve spending some time in the library and all children will bring a 
book home with them to read with you over the summer

• Carefully curated selection of books to choose from

• Working with the SSC to ensure appropriate books for SEND students are available 

• Guiseley School Summer Reading Challenge 

• Last summer, our school community read for over 300,000 minutes over the summer 
holidays.

• This year we want to read even more!

• You will get a letter in the summer term explaining how your child can log their reading.



For more information… 

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading 

https://www.guiseleyschool.org.uk/reading


Inclusion
Lead SENCO: Kim Ratcliffe

Deputy SENCO: Mona Foster



Guiseley School 
There are four broad areas of SEND

Mrs Ratcliffe
 Lead SENDCO

Years 9-13

Access Arrangements

Mrs Foster

Deputy SENDCO

Years 7 and 8

Designated Teacher

.



SEN Register

❑ SEN Code of Practice - receiving ‘provision different from and additional to…pupils of the 
same age’ (SEN Code of Practice) meaning support beyond the universal offer.

❑If your child has a diagnosis this does not mean that they get placed on the SEND register. 

❑Monitoring – Monitoring – monitored through two rounds of the ‘Graduated Response’ (6 to 
12 weeks). Investigation into needs, observations, screeners, information gathering, 
attendance, academic progress, behaviour etc

❑K Code – SEN Support – receiving ‘provision different from and additional to…pupils of the 
same age’ (SEN Code of Practice) meaning support beyond the universal offer.

❑E Code – Student has an EHCP



Key Differences: 

• Much larger student & staff body. Systems are designed to ensure 
information is reaching 20 people at a time i.e. T&L Passports

• Accessibility of staff; bigger staff team with a distributed leadership

• Communication is often written in the first instance

• Greater onus on routines and organisation to maximise learning time



Provision at Secondary School
❑Larger school environment – 1400 students

❑Classes of 30-32 across the curriculum– less consistency with same 
staffing as students progress up through the year groups.

❑Students transition up to six periods a day.

❑Different teachers for different subjects.

❑Greater complexities with timetabling, staffing and rooming capacity.

❑Quality First Teaching – more mature to approach to teaching in 
preparation for post 16, world of work, adulthood.

❑Communication pathways to staff are different due to the varying roles, 
responsibilities, and greater independence of students 

❑One Page Profiles/Teaching and Learning passports

❑One SENDCO to 250 (Guiseley two)



Behaviour & SEN
• Aim to have a school environment where every child feels safe and 

classrooms are free from disruption

• We are an inclusive school and ALL students follow the behaviour policy and 
system within school.

• Systems driven behaviour process 

• Some Reasonable adjustments are made, but they are pro-active and 
planned for – they are not used to excuse or lower expectations of 
behaviour.

• Comprehensive pastoral support



Transition
Pastoral Leader for Year 7 and Transition: Lauren Lajszczuk



Students with Additional Needs
• By 19 May: Primary staff will have told us which students are on the SEN register

• 19 May – 6 June: One of our SENCOs will be present at every primary school 
meeting

• Date TBC: A presentation from the SEN Team will precede the Meet The Form Tutor 
Evening

• 24 June: Pre- Visit Afternoon for invited students and their parents/carers

• After the Visit Day on Tuesday 25 June, the Year 7 and SEN Teams will contact 
the parents/carers of students who we need further information about



The Year 7 Team
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Transitioning to Guiseley School

• First day with the form tutor

• Settling-in meeting with your child’s form tutor in the first half term

• Pastoral Team based in the same building 

• Designated safe space for Year 7s at social times 

• Extended social times



Form Group vs. Teaching Group
• The Transition Team and primary school teachers work         

together to create our 8 form groups. 

• Students will be put into 8 mixed ability teaching classes for 
subjects like History and Drama. 

• Students will be grouped by ability for a small number of subjects.

• Year 7 students do both German and Spanish. 



Transition Next Steps
• 19 May: Pre-Visit Morning for invited students

• 19 May – 6 June: Year 7 Team to meet every student’s Year 6 teacher

• Mid-June: Creation of our 8 form groups and 8 mixed ability teaching groups

• 23 June: Parents’ Evening to meet your child’s Form Tutor

• 24 June: Pre-Visit Afternoon for invited students and parents/carers

• 25 June: All Year 6 students to experience a day at Guiseley School 



Email Correspondence

• Next week, you will receive an email if your child has been invited to 
the Pre-Visit Morning on Monday 19 May.

• By the end of May, you will have received an email directing you to a 
series of online forms that need completing ahead of your child’s 
transition to Guiseley School.

• In mid-June, you will receive an email if you and your child have been 
invited to the Pre-Visit Afternoon on Tuesday 24 June.



See you in September!
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