
History Gap Task: Definitions 
 

Task: research and define these terms. They are all key political terms, which we will use 
frequently in the A level History course. Wikipedia or a similar online source will help you. 
You may also be able to find simple definitions on  the ‘Politics tutor2you’ website. The first 
is done for you to show you an example. 

 
Autocracy: A form of government in which power is centralised into the 
hands of one person; Usually a monarch.  
 
Democracy: 
 
 
Liberal Party. 
 
 
Conservative Party. 
 
 
Labour Party. 
 
 
Franchise: 
 
 
Electorate: 
 
 
Parliament 
 
 
House of Lords: 
 
 
 
House of Commons: 
 
 
 
Cabinet: 
 
 
 
Foreign Secretary: 
 
 
 
Home Secretary: 
 
 
 
Chancellor: 
 
 
Prime Minister: 
 
 



Government: 
 
 
 
Opposition: 
 
 
 
General Election: 
 
 
 
Left Wing: 
 
 
 
Right Wing: 
 
 
 
Trade Union: 
 
 
 
Centre Ground: 
 
 
 
Laissez Faire: 
 
 
 
State Intervention: 
 
 
 
Socialism: 
 
 
 
Nationalism: 
 
 
 
Imperialism: 
 
 
 

Coalition: 
 
 
Trade Union: 
 
 


