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1: The Influence of technology on language 

TASK 1: Watch this video by the linguist David Crystal (he is the guru of language – you can read 

any of his books and they will give you great insight and knowledge)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is 

 

    

TASK 2: Make notes (at least 10 bullet points) on what he says about the influence of technology 

on language.  

 

TASK 3: Write approx. 300 words in response to the following question: “Is Technology damaging 

or improving the English Language?” 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is


2: Language in the media 

TASK 1: Research and summarise the difference between tabloids and broadsheet newspapers (the 

origin of these terms as well as the difference in style and content and the audience they are aimed 

at) 

 Tabloid Broadsheet 

Format/size   

Style    

Content   

Audience   

 

TASK 2: What are the most popular tabloids and broadsheet newspapers in the UK? 

 

 

 

TASK 3: What is the difference between a politically Left-Wing leaning newspaper and a Right-Wing 

leaning newspaper? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Meanings and Representations, analysing adverts.  

TASK 1: Look at the adverts below. Annotate with features you find interesting. This could be to do 

with the lexis (words in the text) or graphological features (the font, images, colours etc).  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TASK 2: What are the differences in the way these magazines represent men and women? You should 

write 200-300 words. You should consider the stereotypes they encourage and refer to specific elements 

of the text in your answer.  

 

 



4. Grammar and terminology  

Grammar terminology is a core part of the English Language course.  

TASK: Complete these questions from the Year 6 SATs test to see what you can remember from primary 

school and then mark your answers using the mark scheme (check the questions carefully and be honest!) 

2025 key stage 2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Mark schemes 

 

 

 

https://www.satspapersguide.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025_KS2_English_GPS_mark_schemes.pdf


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Your score:                /18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. Wider Reading  

Wider reading is an essential part of any Alevel course. It broadens your knowledge and understanding of 

concepts and prepares you for further study beyond the Sixth Form. 

Reading and listening to any of the following will be hugely beneficial to you in preparing for the study of 

Alevel English Language. All these books are easily accessible to non-specialists but give you a really solid 

grounding in some of the key ideas we cover in the course.  

TASK: Choose at least one of these to read/listen to over the summer  

• Dent’s Modern tribes – Susie Dent  

• How to talk like a local – Susie Dent 

• Eats, Shoots and Leaves – Lynne Truss  

• Mother tongue – Bill Bryson  

• The dictionary of lost words – Pip Williams (fiction) 

• How to kill a language – Sophia Smith Galer  

• I don’t believe a word – David Shariatmadari 

• SUBSCRIBE TO THE PODCAST: Something Rhymes with Purple – Susie Dent and Gyles Brandreth 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHBS5kcmZXcqxr1X_dPp0eyGILm4SfOAg  

• SUBSCRIBE TO THE PODCAST: Lexicon Valley - John McWhorter, Associate Professor of English and 

Comparative Literature at Columbia University. https://lexiconvalley.supportingcast.fm/listen  

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHBS5kcmZXcqxr1X_dPp0eyGILm4SfOAg
https://lexiconvalley.supportingcast.fm/listen

