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Summer Gap Task



1: The Influence of technology on language

TASK 1: Watch this video by the linguist David Crystal (he is the guru of language — you can read

any of his books and they will give you great insight and knowledge)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is

TASK 2: Make notes (at least 10 bullet points) on what he says about the influence of technology

on language.

TASK 3: Write approx. 300 words in response to the following question: “Is Technology damaging

or improving the English Language?”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVqcoB798Is

2: Language in the media

TASK 1: Research and summarise the difference between tabloids and broadsheet newspapers (the
origin of these terms as well as the difference in style and content and the audience they are aimed

at)

Tabloid Broadsheet

Format/size

Style

Content

Audience

TASK 2: What are the most popular tabloids and broadsheet newspapers in the UK?

TASK 3: What is the difference between a politically Left-Wing leaning newspaper and a Right-Wing

leaning newspaper?



3. Meanings and Representations, analysing adverts.

TASK 1: Look at the adverts below. Annotate with features you find interesting. This could be to do

with the lexis (words in the text) or graphological features (the font, images, colours etc).
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TASK 2: What are the differences in the way these magazines represent men and women? You should
write 200-300 words. You should consider the stereotypes they encourage and refer to specific elements
of the text in your answer.




4. Grammar and terminology

Grammar terminology is a core part of the English Language course.

TASK: Complete these questions from the Year 6 SATs test to see what you can remember from primary
school and then mark your answers using the mark scheme (check the questions carefully and be honest!)
2025 key stage 2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling Mark schemes

Circle the three adjectives in the passage below.

The crumbling castle stood high on the rocky hill. The views over

the countryside were glorious. 1 mark

In which sentence is space a verb?

Tick one.

Make space on the table for the laptop.

Space yourselves out in the hall for PE.

Our new playground has more space for lining up.

Sgace Is an interesting science topic. 1 mark

a Which sentence uses a comma after a fronted adverbial?

Tick one.

We studied the menu at the noisy, crowded
ice cream parlour. L

When the waitress came over, | asked which
flavours were the most popular. I

| chose chocolate, Mum chose strawberry and
Dad chose vanilla. —

My ice cream was covered in nuts, chocolate
chips and toffee sauce. I 1 mark



https://www.satspapersguide.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2025_KS2_English_GPS_mark_schemes.pdf

sentence below?

In 1961, the first manned spaceflight took place although a dog called

Laika had travelled into space four years earlier.

Tick one.

a noun phrase

a relative clause

a preposition phrase

a subordinate clause

What is the grammatical term for the underlined words in the

6 Tick one box in each row to show if the underlined clause is a

main clause or a subordinate clause.

Sentence

Main
clause

Subordinate
clause

| walked to school with Hazel as
we live on the same road.

Hazel uses a wheelchair so we
went up the ramp.

Before we entered the classroom,
we greeted our friends.

Which sentence has a modal verb?

Please help me find the blue pencils.
What are we having for lunch?
Alex had been yawning all day.

| must be at school early tomorrow.

Tick one.

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark



@ Tick one box in each row to show whether the underlined word is a

verb, a noun or an adjective.

Sentence

Verb

Noun

Adjective

He folds the letter carefully.

The folded letter was put in
the envelope.

The letter had folds in it.

a Underline the relative clause in the sentence below.

After her dance class, Jamila has a strawberry milkshake, which

she buys from the local cafe.

@ Circle the preposition in each sentence below.

Stef trained hard before the hockey tournament.

Concentrating intensely, Emma hit the ball into the net.

@ Circle the subject of the sentence below.

After the heavy rain, Mum decided not to water the garden.

Rewrite the sentence below in the passive.
Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.

Someone stole the treasure.

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark

1 mark



m Which word class is the underlined word in the sentence below?

On sunny days, Ben often plays outside before dinner.

Tick one.

an adverb

a conjunction

an adjective

a determiner

1 mark
m Rewrite the sentence below in the active.
Remember to punctuate your answer correctly.
The local park is maintained by the council.
1 mark
m Circle the possessive pronoun in each sentence below.
Dad told me that Mum’s favourite sport is cycling and his is cricket.
Tennis is Karen’s favourite sport and mine is football. 1 mark

G Circle all the conjunctions in the passage below.

Since Billy has started swimming lessons, he has been going to

the pool every Saturday and sometimes on Wednesdays too, if

his dad has time to take him. 1 mark



Circle the three determiners in the sentence below.

There are some biscuits in this tin but there are not any

chocolate ones. 1 mark

Complete the sentence below using the past progressive form of
the verb in the box.

While we to our friend, his phone started ringing. 1 mark

*

to talk

Circle the adverb in the sentence below.

Although Jane was a speedy runner, she was almost beaten in

the race. 1 mark

Your score: /18




5. Wider Reading

Wider reading is an essential part of any Alevel course. It broadens your knowledge and understanding of
concepts and prepares you for further study beyond the Sixth Form.

Reading and listening to any of the following will be hugely beneficial to you in preparing for the study of
Alevel English Language. All these books are easily accessible to non-specialists but give you a really solid
grounding in some of the key ideas we cover in the course.

TASK: Choose at least one of these to read/listen to over the summer

Dent’s Modern tribes — Susie Dent

How to talk like a local — Susie Dent

Eats, Shoots and Leaves — Lynne Truss

Mother tongue — Bill Bryson

The dictionary of lost words — Pip Williams (fiction)

How to kill a language — Sophia Smith Galer

| don’t believe a word — David Shariatmadari

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PODCAST: Something Rhymes with Purple — Susie Dent and Gyles Brandreth
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHBS5kcmZXcgxr1X dPpOeyGILm4SfOAg

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PODCAST: Lexicon Valley - John McWhorter, Associate Professor of English and
Comparative Literature at Columbia University. https://lexiconvalley.supportingcast.fm/listen



https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLHBS5kcmZXcqxr1X_dPp0eyGILm4SfOAg
https://lexiconvalley.supportingcast.fm/listen

