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Choices available

Higher 
education

Apprenticeship
s/traineeships

Studying 
abroad

Gap year Getting a job

Understand the options available: ucas.com



These combine practical training in a job, with study.

You get to:

• Gain job specific skills

• Earn a wage (AND get holiday pay!) - Minimum wage for an 

apprentice is £8 for the first year, and national minimum 

wage after £10.85.

• The average salary for a higher level Apprentice is £24,000 

per year in the United Kingdom

• Have time given for study related to your role (usually 1 day a 

week)

• They last between 1 – 5 years depending on the level you 

choose



Choose the level of 

apprenticeship which is right 

for you.

Level 6 and 7 apprenticeships 

are equivalent to a university 

degree.

They take 3 – 6 years to 

complete.



Degree Apprenticeships
Typically these involve:

• Working for an employer 4 days a week

• Spending one day a week at college/university to study for your degree.

• The company would pay you a salary AND pay all your tuition fees

• You study part time for a degree from an affiliated university

• And gain valuable industry experience



These are just a few of the big companies 

offering exciting apprenticeships



Headlines facts on Higher and Degree Apprenticeships

2018:  

59,080 new starts 

2020/21:

98,000 new starts

2021/22:

106,360 new starts

2022/23:

112,930 new starts

2024/25

118,356 new starts

In 2024/25 

Higher apprenticeships starts 
increased by 8.7%

With a 12.5% increase at level 6&7 
apprenticeships 

New data shows that up to 40% of all UCAS 
applicants consider an apprenticeship as the 
top reason for delaying or turning down 
university offers.



Where to research them:
1. Gov.uk/apply – apprenticeships

https://www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide
https://www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide
https://www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


Where to research them:
2. Unifrog



https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/3.

https://www.ratemyapprenticeship.co.uk/


4. Apprenticeship advice from UCAS

UCAS has apprenticeship advice to help students make informed 
decisions about their post-16 and post-18 opportunities.

Find out about:

• the different types of apprenticeships

• how to find and apply for apprenticeships

• preparing for the application and interview process

Go to ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships.

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-in-the-uk
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships
https://www.ucas.com/understanding-apprenticeships


2. UCAS

3. Why choose University?

5. Which University? Which Course?

4. Finance

6. How to find out more



UCAS does:

✓ process applications

✓ provide information, advice, and 
training

✓ have a Fraud and Verification Team

✓ take part in education sector 
engagement

4. UCAS – an independent charity

UCAS doesn’t:

ꭗ suggest courses or universities

ꭗ make decisions or offers

ꭗ advise on finance, 
immigration, or visas for 
individuals



Over 400
Universities and Colleges across Great Britain.

Offering over 50,000 

different undergraduate courses 

 

Course providers
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Why higher 
education?

Opportunities while studying:
✓ Chance to study a subject they are passionate about.
✓ Achieve a qualification that could lead to their chosen 

career.
✓ Grow in confidence, make lifelong friends, and gain 

independence and important life skills that will widen 
their prospects.

With a degree, they’ll have:
✓ the opportunity to follow their career path
✓ better job prospects, as many employers target 

graduates
✓ higher earning potential



How to insert a 
background image

1. Right click on your slide and click 
Format Background.

2. Click on Fill then Picture or Texture Fill 
and choose the image from your 
computer.

3. Click Picture on the Format Background 
Menu to alter your image.

4. Choose Picture Colour to adjust the 
Saturation, Tone, and Colour.

5. Choose Picture Correction to adjust 
the Sharpness, Brightness, and Contrast.

This slide is pre-animated

If you would like to remove the 
animations, click on the animation tab 
in the ribbon and open your animation 
pane. Click on an animation, then on 
the dropdown arrow choose “Copy 
effects to slide” and delete them.

What will it cost? 
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• Student Finance

Tuition fee (£9.790 per year- Sept 2026 costs):
• Covers all essential course costs

Maintenance loan costs:
• Accommodation
• Study materials
• Food and drink
• Social activities
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Support from the government - 
Student Finance
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The government will always cover the full 
cost of your tuition fee each year.

So if the fee rises once you have started your 
course, the loan will rise to match this. 

• You won’t pay 
anything upfront 

• Not based on your 
household income
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• Based on your household income.

• Different based on location (London) 

• Different based on whether you live at home 
(with parents/guardians), or elsewhere (at 
university)

To cover maintenance 
costs: 

• Accommodation

• Utility bills 

• Food 
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Repayments start: 

• the April after you leave university

• when you are earning over £25,000 a year

• Interest will be generated on a student loan 
when the first instalment is paid.

Anything unpaid after 40 years is written off.*

Tuition fee loan 

+ 

Maintenance loan 

= Student loan 
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• Student loan repayments • Student loans: a guide to terms and conditions 2026 to 2027 - GOV.UK

Interest
• The interest rate is linked to the rate of inflation 

as measured by the Retail Price Index (RPI). 

• It is set at the start of each academic year based 
on the RPI from the previous March. 

• The interest rate on your loan will never be 
higher than the interest that is added to 
commercial loans, such as a credit card or a 
personal loan that someone might use to buy 
a car.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions-2026-to-2027
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions-2026-to-2027
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions-2026-to-2027
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions/student-loans-a-guide-to-terms-and-conditions-2026-to-2027
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Repayments

Repayments are calculated as 9% 
of anything earned above £25,000.

Repayments are always based on what you earn – not what you owe.

Most people will never pay it all back.

Yearly income before tax Monthly repayment

£25,000 £0
£30,000 £38
£40,000 £113
£50,000 £188
£60,000 £263



Type of University?:

•Campus or City 

University?

•Red Brick University?

•Collegiate University?

•Russell group?

•Oxbridge?

•New University?

•Selective?

•Recruiting?



Choosing the right university for you

• Style – from traditional, with a focus on subject-based courses and research, to modern universities 
with a greater focus on vocational courses.

• Location – some are based in large cities, others in smaller towns. This can have a major influence on 
the environment and lifestyle on offer.

• Size – larger universities can have more than 20,000 students, whereas some of the smallest have only a 
few thousand.

• Culture and facilities – influenced by a range of factors, including the diversity of students who attend.

• What graduates do – all universities collect destination statistics. It can be interesting to find out the 
types of jobs or further study students go on to.

• Tuition fees – vary between course providers. Check if there are any scholarships/bursaries available.

• Living costs – accommodation, transport, and food can vary enormously.
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Choosing the right course for you – think about...

• What does the course cover?

• Courses with the same title may be very different – make sure to look carefully at the core 
course content, and the range of optional studies/modules available.

• Which modules are the most interesting and relevant to career aspirations?

• See if the course or university/college offers any internship, placement, or study abroad 
opportunities.

• How is the course taught – structured teaching, or more independent research? How many 
lectures are there, and how much group work will be done in seminars?

• How is the course assessed? Some may be majority essays, some are all exams

• Is the course well regarded? - some universities are very strong in some subjects

Security marking: PUBLIC



Overall rankings

Overall Score



But some universities have strengths in different 
subjects



Research resources



Research – it’s free!

• Register in the UCAS Hub to explore options – find and 
favourite courses and search for virtual events - all in one 
handy place!

• Learning from others – student videos and blogs. 

• Career options – use the job profiles to explore different 
career roles and pathways, or take the Buzz quiz to find out 
more about individual strengths, and what roles may suit.

• The Career Finder tool is ideal for considering options after 
education, including searching for apprenticeships. 

https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today
https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options/create-your-ucas-hub-today
https://www.ucas.com/connect/videos?combine=
https://www.ucas.com/connect/blogs
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice
https://www.ucas.com/careers-advice
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/after-gcses/find-career-ideas/explore-jobs%23js=on
https://www.ucas.com/careers/buzz-quiz
https://careerfinder.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships-uk


The UCAS Hub
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Virtual tour search



Open Days
• We highly encourage students to book on open 

days for universities they are interested in.
• We authorise absence for these visits – we just 

need parents/carers to inform the attendance 
team of where they are going and the dates.



UCAS application key facts…

Simple application cost: 
• Up to five choices – £34.50

Equal consideration.

‘Invisibility’ – universities can’t see who 
else you are applying to.

Choice restrictions:
• medicine, veterinary, 

medicine/science, dentistry
(maximum of four)

• Oxford or Cambridge

Maximum of five choices.5

It’s an online application.





School Deadlines 

• Deadline for completion and submission of UCAS forms END OF OCTOBER

 

• N.B.   School deadline for Oxbridge, veterinary science, Dentistry and 

Medicine is END OF SEPTEMBER prior to the 15th October UCAS deadline 

Then we will: 

• Check your application,

• Put together a reference

• Input your predicted grades, meet with each student to discuss

• Send it to UCAS before 13th January 2027



Personal statements
Personal statements are changing from one longer piece of 
text to three scaffolded questions to help shape the focus 
for students’ answers. Each question has a minimum 
character count of 350 characters

1. Why do you want to study this course or subject?
2. How have your qualifications and studies helped you 

to prepare for this course or subject?
3. What else have you done to prepare outside of 

education, and why are these experiences helpful?



Personal statement guides | UCAS

https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-to-university/writing-your-personal-statement/personal-statement-guides


AI



Personal statement Video 

How to write your personal statement

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYW_9TllSYI


Entrance exams
LNAT (National 
Admissions test for 
Law)- Law
From Sept 2026*

UCAT (Universal 
Clinical Aptitude 
Test) – medicine and 
dental
July- Sept 2026

ESAT – Engineering 
and Science 
Admissions Test – 
Engineering and 
Science
Oct 26-Jan 27*

TMUA – Test of 
Mathematics- 
Maths, economics 
and computer 
science
Oct 26-Jan 27*

TARA* (The Test 

of Academic 
Reasoning for 
Admissions)

Oxbridge
(Must take the 
October sitting 
for relevant 
test*)

• University of Bristol
• University of 

Cambridge
• Durham University
• University of 

Glasgow 
• Kings College 

London
• London School of 

Economics and 
Political Science 
(LSE)

• University of Oxford
• SOAS University of 

London
• UCL

Most universities • Imperial 
College London

• University of 
Cambridge

• UCL

• Imperial 
College 
London

• University of 
Cambridge

• London School 
of Economics 
and Political 
Science (LSE)

• University of 
Warwick

• Durham 
University 

• UCL

new for 2026 
applicants to 
UCL or a 
number of 
courses at
Oxford

Most courses 
will require 
either one of 
the previous 
listed, or the 
universities 
own specific 
tests

Sat at Test centers not at school. 
Students to book them independently
*If applying for an early entry course, you must have sat by 
the/in the October window



UCAS Discovery Convention
• Wed 17th June Leeds Becketts University

A letter will be sent with more details in the 
coming weeks. 



Gap Year
• Apply as an independent applicant in 2028 and 

link the application to the school for a reference
• Apply in the 2027 UCAS round as a deferred 

entry
• Apply in the 2027 UCAS round and then defer on 

results day



Thinking of a gap year?
• Gain invaluable experience
• Help further shape their future
• Find out exactly what they want to do

• That doesn’t mean do nothing!



What should your child be doing now?
• research

• extracurricular activities

• work experience

• go beyond the syllabus

• focus on this year’s studies

• Find out if courses need entrance exams

• Keeping a log of things to put in their personal statement (we will 
be giving support and direction for this, but it must be the 
students own work – no AI!)





How can 
you 
support 
them?

Be proactive
Make sure they read everything carefully that is sent to 
them and don’t book family holidays at key times!

Open days Attend virtual events and open days – you may have a 
different perspective.

Sign up
Sign up for updates from UCAS, and get everything you 
need to know about the application process direct to your 
inbox.

Research
Use the parents/guardians’ section of the UCAS website at 
www.ucas.com/parents.



Thank you!
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