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Introduction to A-Level Maths

Transition Booklet

Introduction

Thank you for choosing to study Mathematics in the sixth form. In order that you make the
best possible start to the course, we have prepared this booklet for you to complete. It is
vital that you spend time working through this booklet as you must have a thorough and
comprehensive knowledge of all these topics in order to be able to access the Maths A-level
course. The tasks are designed to help you remember what you learnt at GCSE and give
you exercise practice to develop these skills.

Each topic has two sections:

e Introduce questions allow you to practise key concepts.
. questions build on your knowledge of the key concepts.

You must complete both of the sections for each topic. Unless otherwise indicated, you
may use a calculator. The answers are at the back of the booklet. You are expected to
mark your answers and keep track of your progress on the grid overleaf. If you struggle with
a topic, you can use the Independent Learning section on Sparx maths with the relevant
code to access videos. You can access this by using the link below. You will need to change
the Curriculum to GCSE.

https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student/independentlearning

We expect this work to have been completed before you start the course in
September.

We are really looking forward to starting your Mathematics A-level with you in September
and hope that your gap task helps you to feel confident and positive about the course ahead.



e Please tick each section once you have completed it.
e Once you have marked it, please tick the relevant RAG box to indicate your understanding.

Topic C?mpletcsed Sparx topic codes Lllanders;\andirg
Surds U499, U707, U281
Expanding Brackets U768, U606
Factorising quadratics U178, U858
Simplifying expressions U662, U437
Operations with algebraic fractions U685, U457, U824
Solving quadratic equations Bfég U960, U665,
Quadratic graphs U589, U769, U601
Linear simultaneous equations U760, U757
Straight-line graphs U315, U477, U848
Right-angled trigonometry U283, U545, U170
Further trigonometry U952, U591




Key facts and formulae:

The Quadratic formula:

The solution of az® + bz + ¢ =0

where a # 0
. -b=+ \/bz -4ac
- 2a

Trigonometry:

In any right-angled triangle A BC where a, b
and c are the length of the sides and cis the
hypotenuse:

oIc

sind = % COsA = tanA =

S

In any triangle ABC where a, b and c are the
length of the sides:

a_ _ b __c
sin A sinB sinC

sine rule:

cosine rule: a® = b%+ ¢?- 2bc cos A
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Surds - Non Calculator Introduce

Q1 Expand and fully simplify /5(/5 +/7)

Answer:

2,/5

Q2 Rationalise the denominator of T
6

Give your answer in its simplest form.

Q3 Expand and fully simplify (6 +/5)(1 +/5)
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Surds - Non Calculator Introduce

Q4 Write (5 + J/12)(11 + /3) in the form a + b3, where a and b are integers.

1+J2
2
Give your answer as a fraction in its simplest form.

Q5 Rationalise the denominator of
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Surds - Non Calculator

Q1 Expand and fully simplify (2./6 - 5/2)?

15+ /3
10/3

Give your answer as a fraction in its simplest form.

Q2 Rationalise the denominator of
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Surds - Non Calculator

2/7

3+ﬁ

Give your answer in its simplest form.

Q3 Rationalise the denominator of

Answer .................................................................................
Q4 Write /ﬁ+ 33 in the form n/§, where 7 is an integer.
NE)
Answer
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Expanding brackets

Q1 Expand and fully simplify (m + 9)(m + 2)

Answer .................................................................................
Q2 Expand and fully simplify (2a + 3)(4a + 5)

Answer
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Expanding brackets

Q3 Expand and fully simplify (x - 3)(4x + 9)

Answer .................................................................................
Q4 Expand and fully simplify (67 - 5)2

Answer
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Expanding brackets

Q1 Expand and fully simplify 2(4d + 5)(3d + 1)

Answer .................................................................................
Q2 Expand and fully simplify (x + 1)(:132 +3x+5)

Answer
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Expanding brackets

Q3 Expand and fully simplify (31 + 4)(5n2 + 2) + 5(n + 7)

Answer .................................................................................
Q4 Expand and fully simplify (¢ - 2)(t + 5)(t- 4)

Answer
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Factorising quadratics

Q1 Fully factorise y2 +9y+ 20

Answer .................................................................................
Q2 Fully factorise & - & - 20

Answer: .................................................................................
Q3 Fully factorise w? - 15w + 54

Answer
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Factorising quadratics

Q1 Fully factorise z?-16

Answer
Q2 Fully factorise 212 + 157+ 7

Answer:
Q3 Fully factorise 52% + 22x + 8

Answer
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Simplifying expressions

Q1 Fully simplify the expression 4y5 X 3y2

Q2 Simplify (h>)3

Give your answer without any negative indices.

Answer:

6
Q3 Write 2ty

as a fraction in its simplest form.
8t
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Simplifying expressions

t3 2
Q4 Fully simplify (— )
5
Uu
Answer .................................................................................
3By +9
Q5 Write %ﬁ as a fraction in its simplest form.
T
Answer: .................................................................................
Q6 Fully simplify —28+ 42
a’+11a+ 28
Answer
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Simplifying expressions

Q1 Write ) as a fraction in its simplest form.
4ak
Answer
8143
Q2 Fully simplify (64g%h*)2
Answer:
T T+ 2
Q3 Fully simplify
227 - 31z - 70
Answer
© Sparx limited Sparx Maths
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Operations with algebraic fractions

Qi1 .. 14a b
Fully simplify — x —
P 2
Answer .................................................................................
Q2 Fully simplify sa + 2a
v 5
Give your answer as a fraction.
Answer: .................................................................................
Q3 Fully simplify the expression below to give a single fraction.
n+ 2 6n
+
5 7
Answer
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Operations with algebraic fractions

T 2 45a + 36
Fully simplify X
a+4 a
Give your answer as a fraction.
Answer .................................................................................
Q2 b 1

Fully simplif -
Y P Bx-7)x+1) 5x -7

Give your answer fully factorised.
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Operations with algebraic fractions

Q3 Write the following as a single fraction in its simplest form:
2
2z -11x+ 12 . (4:1:2—6:1:)
r+5

Give your answer fully factorised.

Q4 . 4ab®  3ak 7
Fully simplify X

X
k 12k 5ab

Give your answer as a fraction.
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Solving quadratic equations

Introduce

Q1 Find the two solutions to the equation

(x-9(x+5)=0

Answer
Q2 Solve this equation by factorising:
2
y“+3y-10=0
Answer:
Q3 Solve this equation by factorising:
12-8w+w’=0
Answer

© Sparx limited Sparx Maths

Page 27



Solving quadratic equations

Q4 Using the quadratic formula, solve

Az? + 16T+ 15=0

Answer .................................................................................
Q5 Solve this equation by factorising:
2m?-11m+5=0
Answer
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Solving quadratic equations

Q1 Using the quadratic formula, solve y2 -6y+7=0

Give your answer in the form a /b

Answer .................................................................................
Q2 Solve the equation below using factorising.
2
6y -11y-10=0
Answer
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Solving quadratic equations

Q3 Using the quadratic formula, solve 6x2-35=-11z

Q4 Solve 37 (3r-4)=2

Give your answers to 2 d.p.

Page 30 Sparx Maths © Sparx limited



Quadratic graphs

Q1 Write down the coordinates of the roots of the quadratic curve shown below.

o

-
v
—

2

Q2 Here is the graph of the function y=x“+ -5

Estimate the solutions to 22+ - 5=0
Give your answers to 1 d.p.

[

P ——

et

Sal
o
\~
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Quadratic graphs

Q3 The diagram below shows the graph of the function y = 202 +2x-7

Work out the solutions to 222 + 22 - 7 = -3

E T
0 A,
T :\ :5:- T

L
N

e
—_"-’
v
44 {
~—
—
e ——

Q4 a) Write 22 + 62 + 11 in the form (x+ c)2 + d, where ¢ and d are numbers.
ANSWET: @) |
b) Hence, write down the coordinates of the turning point on the curve

y=:1:2+6a:+11

Answer: b) ( )
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Quadratic graphs

Q1 The diagram below shows a sketch of the curve y = z%+8x-10
P is the turning point of the curve.

Work out the coordinates of P.

P Answer: (... SRR )
Q2 Work out the coordinates of the turning point of the curve y = xz? -5z + 1
Answer: ( )
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Quadratic graphs

Q3 The diagram below shows a sketch of the curve y = 322 - 6z-10
P is the turning point of the curve.

Work out the coordinates of P.

Y
0 "z
P Answer: (... SRR )
Q4 The diagram below shows the graph of y = 2¢? -5-3

Use the diagram to estimate the solutions to 20? -5x-3=-2x+2
Give any decimal answers to 1 d.p.

-~

i
IR ERRRRN/
T
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Linear simultaneous equations Introduce

Q1 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
br+y =22
2c+1y =10
Answer: x= ... Y
Q2 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
7x-4y =20
2r+4y =16
Answer:  x = Y= .
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Linear simultaneous equations

Introduce

Q3 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
15a-4b =25

5a+2b =25

Answer: a=

Q4 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
2r+3y =8
3x+4y =11

Answer: =

Page 40 Sparx Maths

© Sparx limited



Linear simultaneous equations

Q1 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
7x+5y =8
3r-2y =-9
Answer: z=
Q2 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
br+7y =5
9+ 13y =-10

Answer: =
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Linear simultaneous equations

Q3 Solve the following simultaneous equations:
23
7y+2x = —
J 2
S5y+3x =9
Answer: = ... Y
Q4 Solve the following simultaneous equations:

4.6t+8.1u =104

3.8t-27u =-8

Answer: t= u=
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Straight-line graphs

Q1 Work out the equation of the straight line shown below.

Yy

\

w

- N
fo"]

L Y N e =
pom"1

\ Answer:

Q2 Work out the equation of the straight line that is parallel to line A and passes
through point P.
)
P
Line A
1
EEEp
A :
8 7 6 5 -4 3 210 ¥ 2 3 4 5 6 b
—
PaEb
) 4
- 4
Answer: ...............................................
Q3 Line A has the equation 2y - 10 = 16
Line B is perpendicular to Line A.
What is the gradient of Line B?
Answer:
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Straight-line graphs

Q4 A straight line has a gradient of 3 and passes through the point (2, 10)

Work out the equation of the line.

Answer:

Q5 Work out the equation of the straight line that passes through (2, 3) and (5, 18)
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Straight-line graphs

Q1 A straight line has a gradient of - %, and passes through the point (32, 12)

Work out the equation of the line.

Answer:

Q2 The diagram below shows point P and Line A.
Line B is perpendicular to line A and passes through point P.

What is the equation of line B?

- P (3,5)
0 g
Line A
y=-3r+8
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Straight-line graphs

Q3 Work out the equation of the straight line that passes through (1, -7) and (6, 8)
Answer: ...............................................................................
Q4 The graph below shows line P and line Q.

Line Q is parallel to line P.

What is the equation of line Q?

CR LineQ Line P
9,14
(2,11)
(5,2)
[/
Answer
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Q1

Q2

Q3

© Sparx limited

Right-angled trigonometry

Work out the length g.
Give your answer to 1 d.p.

6.2mm

47°
9

Not drawn accurately

v

Work out the length k.
Give your answer to 1 d.p.

36°

7.7¢cm

Not drawn accurately

Answer:

Calculate the size of angle .
Give your answer to the nearest integer.

11.4cm

13.2cm

Not drawn accurately

Answer:

Answer:

Sparx Maths

Introduce
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Q1

Q2

Q3
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Right-angled trigonometry

Calculate the length .
Give your answer to 2 d.p.

N 14.6 m

Y

Not drawn accurately

Answer:
Calculate the size of angle BAC.
Give your answer to 1 d.p.
29.1m
Az * E
L]
246 m
C
Not drawn accurately
Answer:
What is the size of angle x?
Give your answer to 1 d.p.
123 mm
‘m
Not drawn accurately
Answer:

Sparx Maths
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Further trigonometry

Q1 Using the sine rule, calculate the length .
Give your answer to 1 d.p.

40°

Vg

+

v

9cm

Not drawn accurately

Answer: ................................................................. Cm
Q2 Using the cosine rule, work out the length .
Give your answer to 1 d.p.
6m
Mm
Yy

Not drawn accurately

Answer: m
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Further trigonometry

Q3 Use the sine rule to calculate angle 6.
Give your answer to 1 d.p.

12
7cm
0
10cm
Not drawn accurately
Answer aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa °
Q4 Use the cosine rule to calculate the size of angle .

Give your answer to the nearest degree.

17 am

19 cm

13¢m

Not drawn accurately
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Further trigonometry

Q1 Work out length .
Give your answer to 1 d.p.

€T

'\ 1.5m
1.8cm

Not drawn accurately

Answer: ................................................................. Cm
Q2 All the angles in the triangle below are acute.
Calculate the angle 6to 1 d.p.
0 9.cm
6cm
39
Not drawn accurately
Answer: °
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Surds

Expanding brackets

Factorising
quadratics

Simplifying expressions

Answers

Q1

Q2

Q3
Q4
Q5

Q1

Q2
Q3
Q4

Q1
Q2
Q3

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Qé

Introduce

5+/§
J30

3

11 +7/5

61+27/3

/5+2

2

m? +11m + 18
8a2 + 22a + 15
4a? - 3x-27

36m2 - 60n + 25

(y+4)(y+5)
(z+ 4)(xz-5)
(w- 6)(w-9)

1247

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Q1
Q2
Q3

Q1

Q2

Q3

Strengthen

74-40/3
1+5/3
10

3J7-7
13/3

24d2 +38d+ 10
23+ 422+ 8z+5
15n2 + 31n +43
3-t2-22¢+ 40

(z+ 4)(z-4)
2r+1)(r+7)
5z + 2)(z+ 4)

Sg4h2

2x - 35



Operations with
algebraic fractions

Solving
quadratic equations

Linear simultaneous

Quadratic graphs

equations

Straight-line graphs

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q1
Q2
Q3

Q4

Q5

Q1

Q2
Q3
Q4

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4
Q5

Introduce

-
w

<

37n+14
35

z=%9andz=-5

y=2andy=-5

w=2andw=26

m =

1
2

(2,0) and (6, 0)

z=-28andz=1.8

z=-2and z=1
a)(z+3)2+2
b) (-3, 2)

z=3,y=4
z=4,y=2
a=3,b=5
z=1,y=2

y=-5x+3

y=%z+5

-1

y=3z+4
y=5zx-7

and m=5

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q1

Q3
Q4

Q1
Q2

Q3

Q4

Q1

Q2

Q3
Q4

Strengthen

-
(o]

o

S5z-1
Bz-7)(xz+1)

xz-4
2z(z + 5)

7ab
5k

y=3x/2

y= %andy=

-7
y= Eandy=

r=-0.15and r=1.48

(-4, -26)
s, 21)
2" 4

(1,-13)

3
2
S
3

z=-lTandz=25

t=5 u=10

y=%z+36

y=%z+4

y=3z-10
y=3x+5



Right-angled
trigonometry

Further
trigonometry

Q1
Q2
Q3

Q1
Q2
Q3
Q4

Introduce

4.2 mm
4.5 cm
49°

11.7 cm
10.Tm
41.7°
77°

Q1
Q2
Q3

Q1
Q2

Strengthen

18.28 m
40.2°
61.9°

3.2cm
85.6°



