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SCHooOL

Sociology A-Level

Year 11 tol2 Transition
Work

Please complete all the following tasks on paper or a word document.
You need to have these documents with you for your first sociology
lesson in September.




Wider Learning:

As sixth form students it is essential that you develop your independent learning skills and
carry out wider reading and development around your subject. Your knowledge of world
events, current affairs and sociological theory is crucial for your development in Sociology.
Here is a list of books, websites, podcasts and videos which will help you prepare for A Level
Sociology:

Things to watch and listen to:

BBC iPlayer — range of Documentaries on crime and deviance: True Crime - BBC iPlayer

BBC iPlayer -Panorama archive topical current affairs: Panorama - BBC iPlayer

Channel 4 Dispatches: topical current affairs: Dispatches | Stream free on Channel 4

The Sociology Show: The Sociology Show

Thinking Allowed Podcast: BBC Radio 4 - Thinking Allowed - Downloads

You’re Wrong About Podcast: You're Wrong About

Hidden Brians Podcast: Hidden Brain - Hidden Brain Media

Websites:

Revise Sociology: ReviseSociology - A level sociology revision - education, families,
research methods, crime and deviance and more!

The Sociology Guy: The Sociology Guy — Helping students understand society

Seneca Learning: Sociology: AQA A Level

Tutor2U: Sociology | tutor2u



https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06886ny
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b006t14n/panorama
https://www.channel4.com/collection/dispatches
https://www.spreaker.com/podcast/the-sociology-show--4318027
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05/episodes/downloads
https://yourewrongabout.com/
https://hiddenbrain.org/
https://revisesociology.com/
https://revisesociology.com/
https://thesociologyguy.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/revision-notes/a-level/sociology/aqa
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology

Task 1:

When starting a new subject, it is important that you know what each topic is going to focus
on. Read the AQA specification and note down the topics/subject matters you will be
studying in each section.

AQA | Sociology | A-Level | A-level Sociology

Education


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/a-level/sociology-7192/specification/specification-at-a-glance

Theory and Methods (Year 2)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio

Sociology is likely a new subject to many of you. Throughout the

WHAT IS course we will be studying many different topics, from educations,
So CIO l 0 GY‘, women’s rights, class systems and many more. Watch the following
ot video and write down 5 things it has taught you about sociology:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio
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Task 3-

Sociology will introduce you to a range of outlooks on society- you may not always agree
with these but it’s important that you develop critical thinking skills. Each group of
statements represents a sociological theory. Pick which ONE statement out of each group you
agree with the most and One statement you disagree with- give reasons why you have chosen
these.

Statements:

a) Men are the dominant sex.

b) Gender inequalities exist.

¢) Women are systematically disadvantaged.

d) All men hate women some of the time. Some men hate women
all of the time.

e) Women are the ‘takers of shit.’

I agree with .........

Because

I disagree with .........

Because



Statements:

a) Society exists in a state of balance.

b) Society works for the benefit of all.

¢) Structures in society exist to help people and the
smooth operation of society.

d) We live in a democracy.

e) People are judged only in terms of their merit / skills /
intelligence.

Iagree with .........

Because

I disagree with .........

Because

Statements:

a) Life is unfair.

b) People are not paid enough.

¢) The world is run for a very small group of people.

d) Most people cannot see that they spend their entire lives
being exploited.

e) Our current system for organising the economy does not
work.




I agree with ...

Because

I disagree with

Because

Throughout your sociology A level you will be learning lots of
new key terms, these key terms are crucial for developing your
exam writing skills. In the table below complete the definitions
of these key terms (you can use the dictionary/online to help!)

Key Term

Definition

Sociology

Identity

Structure




Agency

Nature/Nurture

Socialisation

Culture

Norms

Values

Status

Role

Globalisation




Task 5:

Social change and globalisation plaﬁ a major role in your study of sociology, you will gain a

deep understanding of how society has changed over time and how our society is different to
others around the world.

Think of 3 different ways society has changed over the last 100 years. Try to be specific
about the change eg. homosexuality is no longer illegal.

Now, name 3 ways in which British society is different to other societies
(Africa, Asia, North America etc.)




Task 6:

Theory in Sociology- In sociology we study a wide range of theories, including Marxism,
Feminism and Functionalism. These theories have a range of opinions on manty institutions
in society.

You have spent the last five years in secondary school. You know all about lessons, exams,
and rules. But why does school actually exist?

Below are three different explanations based on the core sociological perspectives. Read
through them and complete the quick investigation challenge.

1. The Functionalist View: The "Social Glue"

Functionalists believe schools are essential for holding society together.

o The Theory: School is a miniature version of society. It teaches us how to
cooperate with people who aren't our family, rewards us fairly based on our
talent and effort (meritocracy), and trains us for the jobs that suit us best. It
keeps society running smoothly.

2. The Marxist View: The "Obedience Factory"

Marxists believe schools are designed by the rich and powerful to create submissive workers
who won't question the system.

e The Theory: School doesn't actually reward talent; it rewards obedience. The "hidden
; curriculum" (learning to accept authority, punctuality, and wearing uniforms)
is just training to prepare you for exploitation in a mundane workplace.

3. The Feminist View: The "Gender Divider"

Feminists believe schools reinforce patriarchal messages, teaching boys and girls to behave in
traditionally masculine and feminine ways.

e The Theory: From a young age, school reinforces gender stereotypes—whether
through gendered dress codes, teachers having different expectations for boys and
girls, or steering students toward specific subjects (e.g., girls into health and social
care, boys into physics).



Your Investigation Challenge

Consider the following questions based on each perspective:

1. The Uniform: Look at your school uniform rules. Would a Marxist
say uniforms exist to create a sense of equality, or to train you to
look compliant for a future corporate boss? Explain why.

2. The Subject Split: Look at the subjects chosen by students for GCSE or A-Level. Do
you notice more boys choosing certain subjects and more girls choosing others? How
would a Feminist explain this?

3. Your Verdict: Which of these three theories do you think best describes your actual
experience of school over the last five years? Give one specific reason.

“What's the matter?
It's the same distance!”



