
New Intake Parents’ 
Evening













Becoming Guiseley
Assistant Headteacher: Martin Barron



Core Values



Behaviour

OFSTED report 2024: “Pupils’ behaviour in lessons is excellent.”

• We have high standards

• We have high challenge

• We provide high support



Are we wearing the correct:

• Shoes

• Skirt

• Is it rolled down?

• Blazer

• Lanyard           (string + holder + card)

• Jewellery

• Only 1 bracelet & 2 studs per ear

Good morning
Do we have 
with us:

• Planner

• Reading 
book

• Black pen

• Green pen

• Pencil

• Glue

• Whiteboard 
pen

• Ruler

• Have we turned our phones off?

• Have we listened to the 
messages? And written down any 
room changes



The Journey

Young people are going to go through lots of change over their time here.



Policies

• Are available on our website

• Please read them



Curriculum and 
Reading
Assistant Headteacher: Kirsty Cook



Curriculum
• Character and values development – Our curriculum builds strong 

character through PSHE education, form tutor sessions, and assemblies. These 

focus on respect, resilience, Fundamental British Values, and personal 

development including career awareness.

• Broad foundation in Key Stage 3 – In years 7-9, students study a wide range 

of subjects including core subjects (English, Maths, Science), humanities 

(History, Geography), languages, and creative/practical subjects (PE, Music, 

Drama, Art, RE, Design Technology).

• Real-world connections – Media, IT, and Engineering later on, link our 

curriculum here directly to important career pathways in Leeds, preparing 

students for future success.



Curriculum Maps
We have set out our planned curriculum via our Curriculum Maps which 
are available on our website.



Why is reading so important at Guiseley School? 

• It improves academic results

• Improves concentration

• GCSE papers have an average 
reading age of 16

• <14% of teenagers read on a 
daily basis 



How do we support reading progression?
In Year 7

• Private reading is part of form time

• Reading is part of their homework 
and reading logs must be signed by 
parents/carers 

• Dedicated reading lessons with class 
readers in English 

• Reading tests twice a year 

• Reading intervention for students 
who are struggling determined by 
NGRT test results 

In Year 6 transition 

• On transition days all students 
visit the library

• Choose a book to borrow over 
the summer

• Year 6 take part in our summer 
reading challenge



Inclusion
Lead SENCO: Kim Ratcliffe

Deputy SENCO: Mona Foster



Guiseley School 
There are four broad areas of SEND

Mrs Ratcliffe
 Lead SENDCO

Years 9-13

Access Arrangements

Mrs Foster

Deputy SENDCO

Years 7 and 8

Designated Teacher

.



SEN Register
❑If your child has a diagnosis this does not 

mean that they get placed on the SEND 
register.
❑Teachers will know that they have a diagnosis 

as it appears on Arbor.
❑ SEN Code of Practice - receiving ‘provision 

different from and additional to…pupils of the 
same age’ (SEN Code of Practice) meaning 
support beyond the universal offer. 
❑E Code – Student has an EHCP
❑K Code – SEN Support – receiving ‘provision 

different from and additional to…pupils of the 
same age’ (SEN Code of Practice) meaning 
support beyond the universal offer.



Provision at Secondary School
❑Larger school environment – over 1400 

students

❑Classes of 30-32 across the curriculum– less 
consistency with same staffing as students 
progress up through the year groups.

❑Two SENDCOs – 150 students to each 
SENDCO

❑Primary School – 1 SENDCO to 20-30 students

❑Transition between lessons every 50 minutes – no 
need for time out passes

❑Not a TA in every class

❑Any communication to staff is written first, not a 
phone call



Behaviour & SEN
❑Aim to have a school environment where 

every child feels safe and classrooms 
are free from disruption
❑We are an inclusive school and ALL 

students follow the behaviour policy and 
system within school.
❑Even if students have an EHCP, or 

complex SEND, expectation is to follow 
the behaviour system.
❑High Challenge, High Support
❑Some Reasonable adjustments are 

made, but they are pro-active and 
planned for – they are not used to 
excuse or lower expectations of 
behaviour.
❑Systems driven behaviour process 



Expectations for Assessment Procedures and 
Access Arrangements
❑All assessments are completed in class 

❑If your child had access arrangements for SATS 
they will not have these for assessments at 
Secondary School

❑The Access Arrangement system is very different 
and we have to follow JCQ regulations

❑These arrangements to not start until Year 10

❑The assessments are not more than 30-40 
minutes

❑The students will sit in silence and complete them



Transition
Pastoral Leader for Year 7 and Transition: Lauren Lajszczuk



The Year 7 Team

Your child
Pastoral 
leader

Wellbeing and 
safeguarding 

team

Lead SENCO

SEN 
TEAM

Assistant 
pastoral 
leader

Year 
manager Form tutor Wellbeing 

lead

Designated 
safeguarding 

lead

Deputy 
designated 

safeguarding 
lead

SEN admin 
assistant

External 
mentors

SENCO
Attendance 

team

First 
aiders

Attendance  
and 

wellbeing 
officer

Attendance 
officer

Catherine Lowe
Assistant Pastoral Leader

Scott Manning
Year Manager



Transitioning to Guiseley School

• First morning with the form tutor

• Settling-in meeting with your child’s form tutor in the first term

• Year 7 Team based in the same building 

• Designated safe space for Year 7s at social times 

• Extended social times



Year 7 Co-Curricular Activities (Spring Term)
Creative Writing Club

Chess and Games Club

Gardening Club

Eco Committee

Guiseley Union Debating Society

History Book Club

School Newspaper

Code Club

Drama Club

Illustration Club

What is Creativity? Club

Junior Vocals

Battle of the Bands Coaching
Soul Band
KS3 Collective
Flute Group
Sound and Lighting Club
Homework Club
Mythos Club
Who Dunnit? Club
Reading Group
Dungeons and Dragons
Rubiks
Knitting and Crochet
Warhammer



Year 7 Co-Curricular Activities (Spring Term)



Form Group vs. Teaching Group
• The Year 7 Team and primary school teachers work                 

together to create our 8 form groups. 

• Students will be put into 8 mixed ability teaching classes for 
subjects like History and Drama. These may change throughout 
the year.

• Students will be grouped by ability for a small number of subjects.

• Year 7 students do both German and Spanish. 



Transition Next Steps
• 15 May: Pre-Visit for invited students

• 18 May – 5 June: Year 7 Team to meet every student’s Year 6 teacher

• Mid-June: Creation of our 8 form groups and 8 mixed ability teaching 
groups

• 22 June: Parents’ Evening to meet your child’s Form Tutor

• 24 June: All Year 6 students to experience a day at Guiseley School 



Students with Additional Needs
• By 18 May: Primary staff will have told us which students have additional needs

• 18 May – 5 June: The Year 7 Team will discuss every child’s needs at primary 
school meetings

• 22 June: A presentation from the SEND Team will precede the Meet The Form Tutor 
Evening

• 23 June: Pre- Visit for invited students and their parents/carers

• After the Visit Day on Tuesday 24 June, the Year 7 and SEND Teams will contact 
the parents/carers of students who we need further information about



Email Correspondence

• Next week, you will receive an email if your child has been invited to 
the Pre-Visit on Friday 15 May.

• By the end of May, you will have received an email directing you to 
information about the Arbor App, uniform, equipment, music lessons 
and more.

• In mid-June, you will receive an email if you and your child have been 
invited to the Pre-Visit on Tuesday 23 June.
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