A Level English Language
Introduction — an outline of the course

Welcome to the fascinating subject that is English Language. English study at A Level offers you the chance
to delve more deeply into the world of language, becoming expert analytical and critical thinkers with the
opportunity to explore your own interests of the course in independent work. The English Language
course is designed to enable you to explore the power of language, how language has changed over time
and how it is used in the media and society. The course is thought-provoking and challenging, whilst also

encouraging creativity and originality!

From our earliest perceptions and acquisition of speech we use it, in all its subtlety, to target and influence
our audience and this is something you will explore when starting the course, how writers and speakers use

language.
What will we be studying in the first half term?

In the first half term, you will explore Meanings and Representations, exploring how writers and speakers
use language and evaluate for what purpose. This part of the course will help develop you as analytical

thinkers and you will have to write analytically about the use of language.

You will develop your understanding of lexis and semantics, grammar, audience positioning, idiolect and
sociolect by looking at a range of written and spoken texts and will learn how to apply this knowledge to

exam-style questions.
What can | do that will help me prepare for A level English Language?

You may wish to use some of your summer to carry out some background reading in preparation for
starting your English Language studies, using the reading list we have provided. Whilst the skills you learn at
GCSE such as language analysis and consideration of audience and purpose are vitally important at A Level
and will be built on throughout the course, the content of the course is different from GCSE studies so you

might wish to immerse yourself in some research to the fascinating topics you will come to study.

The Lexis podcast is specifically designed for Alevel English Language students and covers a whole range of
fascinating linguistic topics. A great way to understand how to look at language and linguistics in our

everyday lives:

https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/lexispodcast/

Steven Fry’s YouTube channel is packed full of fascinating videos from his Planet Word TV programme, all

about language, from its origins to its global variations.

https://www.youtube.com/@planetfry/videos



https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/lexispodcast/
https://www.youtube.com/@planetfry/videos

Keep up to date with the news and media: As well as watching online, you should read a range of
magazines and newspaper articles as journalistic writing plays a big part in the Alevel course. The Guardian

website is an excellent source of up to date editorials on language:

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/commentisfree+science/language

Summer Gap Task and where to find this

The best way to prepare for your A level English Language is to complete the summer gap task that has

been set.

On the school website, if you click on Sixth Form and follow the list until you see Year 11 into 12 Gap Tasks.

Click on this and find the English Language task.

We have selected a range of tasks to immerse you in a few different topic areas to hopefully pique your

interest in the subject.
You don’t have to complete this work in one go. Why not wait until you have a rainy day?

We are really looking forward to seeing you in September and working with you so that you achieve your

goals and aspirations.
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